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in an artificially heated environment such as is provided by 
the cucumber-houses in which it was found. 

Bionomics. Mr. Speyer has been good enough to send the 
following interesting note on the habits of this species :— 

“ The species here described is in the British Isles probably 
confined to glass-houses in which a high temperature is main- 
tained. It is an active species, living on the surface of soil 
in the cucumber-houses, feeding by day as well as by night 
on various forms of fermenting cellulose and also on living 
plant-tissues. In winter it does not burrow in the soil to 
any great depth, but hides under clods of earth and in wall- 
crevices. Many thousands of specimens have been caught 
in pot-traps filled with straw in a single night. Outside 
glass-houses it has not been found, except under bricks and 
in warm places in the immediate vicinity of the houses; even 
the temperature of tomato-houses does not appear high 
cnough to afford sufficient heat for its existence for any 
length of time. Mating occurs on hot mornings in May, 
and the young, to the number of fifty, escape from the 
brood-pouches in June. 

“This is the most destructive of all wood-lice found in 
glass-houses, and, in addition to destroying tomato-seedlings 
in the propagating-house, does considerable damage by 
eating holes in the leaves of young cucumber-plants, and 
later gnawing the stem and surface-roots of full-grown 
plants. The species is gregarious, somewhat similar to 
A, pictum, Br., which is also common in cucumber-houses. 
Further details of the habits of A. speyert, Jackson, will 
appear in the Annual Report of the Experimental and 
Research Station, Turner’s Hill, Cheshunt, Herts, for 
1902.” 


XXI.—On a new Genus and Species of Colubrine Snake 
from S.E. Brazil. By Joan B. Procter, F.Z.S 


Tue interesting new snake described in the present paper 
came into the possession of the British Museum in a rather 
amusing way. A bottle of mixed specimens without data of 
any kind was brought to me for identification in the Easter 
holidays by a boy who is very keen on such things. ‘The 
bottle, amongst other things, contained specimens of the 
S. American legless lizards Amphisbena darwinii and Ophiodes 


striatus; the two small snakes proved to be puzzling and 
Le 
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were therefore put on one side, and the boy, Master Jolm 
Brandon-Jones, after whom I have named this new species, 
went away without leaving his address. By roundabout 
methods this was at last ascertained, ai.d he has been able 
to furnish me with complete data as to the locality in which 
they were found by his great-uncle, Mr. Duckinford-Jones, 
who is a collector of Brazilian butterflies. He has also 
presented both specimens to the Museum, 

The snakes belong to a new and very distinct genus of 
the subfamily Colubrinw, for which I propose the name 
Sordellina, in honour of Prof. Sordelli of Milan, for whose 
beautiful work in the ‘ Iconographie Générale des Ophidiens’ 
all workers at snakes will ever be grateful. 


SORDELLINA, gen. nov. 


Maxilla short, with nine teeth increasing in size posteriorly, 
followed after an interspace by two enlarged ones. Palatine 
and pterygoid with about eighteen teeth*. Mandibular teeth 
subequal, fourteen or more in number f. 


Pigs I 


Maxilla of Sorde’lina brandon-jonesii, gen. et sp. n. 
xX 2. 


Head scarcely distinct from neck; nasal shield semi- 
divided; eye very small with vertically subelliptic pupil. 
Body cylindrical ; scales smooth, without apical pits, in 
seventeen rows; tail short, tapering to a sharp point. 
Subcaudals in two rows. Anal divided. Hypapophyses 
absent in the posterior vertebre. 

Affinities. Allied to Urotheca, Bibr., from which it differs 
in the form of the tail, which is very long and thick 
throughout in Urotheca and short and tapering in Sordellina. 
The eye of the former is also larger, and has a round 
pupil. The dentition is similar. In the size of the eye 
and general form and scuteljation of the body Sordellina 
resembles Hydrops, Wagl., to some extent. 


* Of which nine are fixed and functional and the alternating nine not 
fixed and not functional but accessory. 

+ Of which but seven or so are fixed and functional. Apart from 
these accessory teeth situated in the functional series, there is in each 
case the usual complete reserve series lying prone within the gum-flap 
on the inner side of the maxillary and mandibular sets and the outer 
side of the pterygoid and palatine. 
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Sordellina brandon-jonesii, sp. n. 


Rostral about twice as broad as deep, scarcely visible 
from above ; nostril in a semidivided nasal, the cleft running 
from the first labial to behind the nostril, making the 
posterior part of the shield look like an anterior loreal, 
unless examined with care; internasals triangular, shorter 
than the prefrontals, which are much broader than 
long ; frontal slightly longer than broad, about twice the 
width of a supraocular, but longer than its distance from 
tip of snout, much shorter than the parietals, which are 
large ; loreal small, as deep as or deeper than long ; one 
præ- and two postoculars, the upper much the larger ; 
temporals 1+2, the anterior about twice as long as deep, 
the upper posterior broken up on the right side of each 
specimen, and reaching beyond the parietals on the left ; 


a. Upper view of head; b. Lower view; c. Side view, Nat, size. 


eight upper labials, 3rd, 4th, and 5th entering the eye, or 
seven, 3rd and 4th entering the eye (3rd and 4th fused in this 
case); four lower labials in contact with anterior chin-shields, 
which are about half as long as the posterior. Scales in seven- 
teen rows throughout entire length of body ; ventrals 159, 
148; anal divided ; subcaudals 43 (tip of tail damaged), 53, 
in two rows ; tail ending in a conical sharply pointed scale. 
Length of tail about one-sixth total length. Total length 
of specimens 528 mm. and 314 mm.; tail 87 mm. (tip 
damaged) and 62 mm. 

Coloration. Chocolate-brown above and beneath; shield 
and scale edges sometimes lighter; a cream-coloured narrow 
streak through upper labials, broadening into a blotch on 
each side of neck, and then continuing as a narrow broken 
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line a little distance down first or second row of scales. 
Chin variegated chocolate and cream-colour. Each ventral 
and pair of subcaudals with a pair of large cream-coloured 
spots, semicircular on the ventrals, pentagonal on the sub- 
catidals, forming two straight longitudinal series. 

Habitat. The campas near Castro, on the R. de Tibeira, 
Parana, S.E. Brazil, probably in moist places. 


Fig. 3. 
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a. Ventral shields; b. Tail. Nat. size. 


Food. The stomach of the larger specimen contained a 
rare Ceecilian, Chthonerpeton indistinctum, Reinh. & Lutk., 
hitherto only represented in the Museum’s collection by 
two specimens from Porto Alegre and Camapuan River 
respectively. Unfortunately, the posterior half is partially 
destroyed by digestion, but the head, inciuding the highly 
characteristic palate etc., is in quite good condition. 


XXI.—Notes sur les Cercopides africains. 
Par Dr. V. LALLEMAND, 


Locris marshalli, sp. n. 

Thorax, tête, pronotum et écusson noir (quelquefois une 
petite tache rougeâtre près du bord postérieur du pronotum). 
Elytres rouge-brique, teintées légèrement de jaune dans les 
deux tiers antérieurs, noirâtres sur le tiers postérieur ; au 


